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Throughout last year we soaked in this word from God: “For | know the plans | have for you,
"declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and
a future.” from Jeremiah 29:11. We explored this passage in worship, committee meetings,
and small groups to shape our imagination and awaken us to the hope we have in Christ. As
we step info God’s good future in the new year we have a new theme scripture to help shape
our lives together.

2022 Theme Scripture
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Using the imagery of a fruitful vine we are invited into the abundance of life that comes from
abiding in the mystery of Christ’s love. Each day of this new year let us find ourselves drawing
closer to the One who nourishes us with life. All that we are and all that we do as a church, as
the body of Christ, is made possible by the gracious love of God. All the fruit of discipleship, of
worship and of mission comes as we learn more and more to abide in Christ. Apart from Christ
we can do nothing. | am so grateful for all the fruit | have seen over this past year at Camp.
Over this next year, let us wonder deeply and learn what it means for us to abide in Christ.

Let us discover the joy of what it means for Christ to abide in us. What does it mean to be a
branch connected and dependent on the vine?2 What kind of fruit will we bear in 20222

The theme verse is part of a larger teaching section Jesus offers in John 15 that gives insight
into the doctrine of God, Christ and the church, and calls us info the commandment to love
one another as Christ has loved us. This invitation fo abide as a branch connected to a vine
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connects us with the promise and power of the Holy Spirit to comfort us in our fears of the future.
This passage is to awaken us to our dependence on God as well as our connection to each other.
The closer we, as branches, are connected to the vine the more fruitful we will be.

In 2022, | encourage you to spend fime with this passage by regularly incorporating it in your pri-
vate study and prayers, in your committee meetings, small group studies and Sunday School
classes. Hopefully you will discover the love of God in a deep and profound way as you learn to

abide.

| look forward to seeing the fruit of worship, discipleship, and mission that comes as we abide in
together in Christ, but more so | look forward to our church community receiving and sharing the

love of God as Christ abides in us.

Peace in Christ,
Pastor Steve

New Year’s Prayer

"Heavenly Father, for this coming year
Just one request I bring.

I do not pray for happiness or any earthly thing.
I do not ask to understand the way you lead me;
But this I ask - teach me to do the thing that
pleases You.
I want to know Your guiding voice,
To walk with you each day.

Heavenly Father,
Make me swift to hear and ready to obey;
And thus the year I now begin

A happy year will be,

If I am seeking just to do
The thing that pleases You."

Anonymous

-

Some people could be given
an entire field of roses and
only see the thornsin it.
Others could be given a
single weed and only see the
wildflower in it. Perception
is a key component to
gratitude. And gratitude is
a key component to joy.

atherly
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QUOTES ABOUT THE NEW YEAR

“Resolve to keep happy, and your joy and you shall form an invincible host against difficulties.”

Helen Keller

“Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors and let every new year find you a better man.”

Benjamin Franklin

“‘What the new years brings to you will depend a great deal on what you bring to the new year.”

Vern McLellan

“You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.” C.S. Lewis

goodhousekeeping.




2022 CHURCH OFFICERS

CHURCH ADMINISTRATION
Church Council Chairperson- Harrison Smith Church Treasurer — Theresa Tese (Ex-officio)
Secretary to Church Council- Helen Bunch Lay Leader- John Donoghue
Financial Secretary-Dennis Leggett Membership Secretary-Virginia Winfree
President of UMM: Jim Wallace President of UMW: Debbie Donoghue

Youth Representative: Margie Steve
Lay Members of Annual Conference- Bettye Wolny, John Donoghue- Alternate- Elizabeth Smith

Finance Committee Chair - Bob Newton Rev. Steve Murphy
Trustee Rep. Ronnie Markum Treasurer- Theresa Tese
Wiley Ballard (22) Anita Langin (23) Steve Wray (24)
Jay Hamer (22) Bob Newton (23) Bob Fatzinger (24)
Church Council Chair —Harrison Smith SPRC Chair-Hart Merriam Glenn Humbert (24)

Lay Member of Annual Conference-Bettye Wolny, John Donoghue
Pastor Parish/Staff Relations Committee Chair - Hart Merriam

Gordy Lewis (22) Kelly Barefoot (23) Julie Harrelson (24)
Derrice Combs (22) Hart Merriam (23) Aaron Black (24)
Denise Concelmo (22) (23) Elizabeth Smith (24)
John Donoghue (voting member) Lay Member-annual conference- Bettye Wolny (Ex-officio)
Trustees Committee Chair - Michael Nelson (22), Ronnie Markum (23)
Michael Nelson (22) Jim Hendricks (23) Martha Pope (24)
Brad Crowell (22) Ronnie Markum (23) Carl Votik (24)
Michael Nelson (22) Kristin Dowdy (23) Savannah McEntarffer (24)
Committee on Lay Leadership Chair - Rev. Steve Murphy
Jeanne Frederick (22) Dean Anderson (23) Kristen Hooks (24)
Rae Matthews (22) Katie Mae Garner (23) Jay Combs (24)
Beth Michelakis (22) Karmen Smith (23) Larry Harrelson (24)
John Donoghue Rev. Alex Parker
At-Large-Members
Aaron Black (22) Linda Callender (23) Laura Winship (24)
Tammie Lewis (22) Karen Jones (23) Len Henderson (24)
Sue Wells (22) Chicky Wallace (23) Anna Anderson (24)
Shay Godwin (22) Judy Arnold (24)
Doug Campbell (22) DB Grantham (24)
John Cox (22) Margaret Hardin (24)
Alan Lewis (22) Susan Newton (24)
Larry Harrelson (22) Rick Pinson (24)
Gary Poulos (24)
Jimmy Register (24)
Mike Tusai (24)
Becky Hewett (24)
CHURCH PROGRAMMING

MMO Board: Kim Isenhour, Susanne Adams, Jennifer Coleman, Becky Hewett,
Ramona Parker, SPRC Representative:

Memorial Committee Chair - Jean Miller
Roy Mintz Mike Sidelinger Al Parker  Finance Chair- Bob Newton

NOTE: Names in bold are new members



CHURCH COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES IN A NUTSHELL

FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee annually presents a budget for supporting the mission and vision to the church council for
review and adoption. It is responsible for developing and carrying out plans to raise enough income to support the
budget that has been approved. It arranges for an annual audit of financial records and makes a report of this audit
to the charge conference. The committee prepares an annual report to the church council of all designated funds
that are separate from general funds (e.g. Memorial Fund, Mission donations, Friday Night Meals, Altar Guild, (etc.).

PASTOR PARISH/STAFF RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The SPPR Committee counsels pastor and staff on relationships with the congregation, priorities, skills and goals,
and conveys these priorities, skills and goals to the congregation. It develops and recommends to church council
staff positions and job descriptions for staff other than pastors. It does annual evaluations for pastor and staff to
encourage effective ministry. "The committee will cooperate with the pastor(s), the district superintendent and the
bishop in securing clergy leadership."

TRUSTEE COMMITTEE

The Trustee Committee has oversight and care of all church property, buildings and equipment. This work is done
in consultation with the pastor. Trustees receive and administer all gifts made to the congregation and ensure that
the congregation’s trust funds are invested properly. Trustees ensure that the Articles of Incorporation of the congre-
gation are kept up-to-date. This committee submits annual budget requests to the committee on finance for property
maintenance and improvement and new property purchases.

UMC Book of Discipline

LAY LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE

The Lay Leadership Committee identifies the skills, gifts and spiritual leadership of church members. It matches
potential leaders with various positions. The committee helps church members discern their gifts and equips them
for service through training and support. The committee presents a nomination list to the charge conference for:

a Church Council Chair

a SPPR Committee and its chair,

a Trustee Committee

a Finance Committee and its chair, financial secretary and treasurer.

a Lay Member to Annual Conference

a Lay Leader.
The committee works with the church council throughout the year to identify other leaders for ministries that fulfill

the mission of the congregation.
Water's Edge UMC

AT-LARGE-MEMBERS

These individuals serve as representatives of the congregation. Their votes and “voices” are recognized as

a reflecting concerns of the members of the congregation,
Sicklerville UMC



A VERY SPECIAL EXPERIENCE

On October 6th, I got up from a very restless night. I had not slept

well and had a lot on my mind and on my heart. I took my son to
school. On my way back home as I was driving down my street, |
noticed this little guy in the road. I pulled to the side of him thinking
he would fly away as I approached. As I went by, I noticed he did not
move. I looked in my side view and he was still there. I parked my car
and started walking towards him. I expected him to either fly or at least
start struggling to get away. He did not move. [ walked straight to

him and picked him up. He never attempted to struggle away from

me as you can see in this picture. I did not have to restrain him at all.

I examined him and saw no sign of injury. Yet [ knew something was not right. I pulled him close to my heart
and began to gently pet him. I decided I would take him to the CNC. They help a lot of wildlife. It would be a
couple of hours before they opened. As I continued to hold him, there was an immediate bond. He would look
me right in the eye and put his beak to my nose. I was finally able to take him to CNC. Unfortunately for this
little guy, they do not take songbirds. Only birds of prey. However, they were kind enough to examine him.
Upon examination, they were able to determine he had a broken clavicle. They told me just like for humans, it
is very painful for the birds. They thought he had been hit by a car.

CNC recommended a place to take him. It is located in Decatur, which was going to take a little over an hour
one way with traffic. I had a full day and did not know how I could do it. As I sat in the car trying to decide
what I was going to do, he sang. I stopped my thought processes and looked down at him. He was looking at
me from the little box I had him in. As I continued to look at him he let out a couple of more little notes. Tears
began to fill my eyes. Here this tiny little creature was, in pain with a broken clavicle, and yet, he still sang. |
sat there for a few minutes just looking at him. I reached over and gave him a gentle stroke on his head and
said, "Thank you, little guy.”.

I called my office asked that all of my meetings for the day be rescheduled . I called the songbird place and
a wonderful woman, Nancy, told me to bring him in. I took off for Decatur. When we arrived, Nancy exam-
ined him and confirmed he had a broken clavicle but also said that his air sacs were full and needed to be
released. She explained to me the process and told me he had a three to four-week recovery ahead. She let
me know that some make it and some do not because of the uncertainty of what he may have going on inter-
nally due to being hit. She also informed me that if he did make it, then at the end of his recovery, he would
need to be released where I found him. (Cardinals generally have a family.) He had a rough road. There
were a couple of times she wasn’t sure he was going to make it, as he stopped eating a few times. He pushed
through though. and I was able to pick him up and release him back into nature.

I share this experience with you because this little bird reminded me that we can still sing even when we are
struggling. When we are struggling and in pain, we can still make a difference. He reminded me that every
living thing 1s significant, no matter what. If it has life, it deserves love. It is a birthright! He reminded me
to stop, take it slow, and always, ALWAYS, let love lead. On a day when I was struggling with some pretty
heavy things, he reminded me to...sing!!
Posted on Facebook by Michele Jordan Colburn
Reposted by Barbara Varnam
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In life, you either choose Go sing a
rainbow, or you don'. Keep singing.
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CHILDREN'’S MINISTRY

Happy New Year friends! "I am the vine, you are the branches." Thanks be to God for our
opportunity as a church to reflect on John 15:5. I am excited to see how our children's
program bears fruit in 2022!

December was a busy month for our kiddos! 8 children participated in our Parents Night
Out event on December 4th. We gathered for a time of holiday movies, fun, and games
while the parents went out on a date. On December 12th, 28 children performed in our
Christmas Program. Camp Kids took our first "field trip" to the Daily Scoop on Main as
part of our Christmas party on December 15th. Finally, we said "see you soon" to our
precious worker, Kara. She will be missed!

We are delighted to kick start our "Spring Series" on January 5th from 5:30PM-7:30PM in
the new building. Camp Kids will meet every Wednesday with food, beginning January 5th.
If your child hasn't participated in our Camp Kids program, we'd love for him/her to come
check it out! The kids and parents group will continue their studies exploring Genesis and
Exodus.

This month, I'd like to praise God for all of the new friends that have joined our volunteer
programs. Eight (8) new people have agreed to join our Children's Church program!
This means that our nursery/children's church program is on a once every 3 months
volunteer rotation! Thanks be to God!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Jan. 5th 5:30PM-7:30PM
Camp Kids resumes. Parents group will continue to
meet at the same time.
Jan 9th 9:45AM and Jan. 12th 5:30PM-7:30PM
New Acolyte training. A child must attend two training
sessions in order to be an acolyte. If you need to miss
either of these dates, let me know and I'll reschedule.
Jan. 23rd  9:45AM
Safe Sanctuary Training. Background check paperwork
and training will take place. The session should not take
more than 20 minutes. If you are working with children,
youth or vulnerable adults and haven't attended the
fraining in the past two years, you must attend.

I pray that you all have a wonderful New Year and celebrate the love that Jesus has for you!

In Christ,
Allison Hunter
Director of Children's Ministry



The youth ended the semester and year with a crazy fun Christmas party where we played
rounds and rounds of Extreme Bingo and closed with a gift exchange. There were nineteen

of us gathered to partake in all the festivities! Kevin and | are grateful for all the fun times

we enjoyed this entire semester together. Youth Group will resume on Wednesday, January 5".
Confirmation class will resume on Sunday, January 9". We pray that the Christmas season
was a time of peace, love, joy and hope for all of you..

Looking ahead we are counting down to our trip to Lake Junaluska for their Youth Winter
Retreat on from January 14™-17". We have 11 youth and 3 adults ready to learn and grow
and play in the snow!

Youth Grou
Christmas ‘Fan'tj

Kelly Littlejohn,
Youth Director
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Mission of the Month - First Responders

What would life be like without first responders? We would not be safe. We would
be on our own in personal safety issues, during medical emergencies and when a
fire is happening. Fortunately, we do have these brave men and women “on the
job™ for us. It's time to let them know their work is appreciated.

Plans are currently underway for Camp to show its appreciation to the first respon-

ders. (Details will be coming soon.) In the meantime, we encourage you o reach

out to the first responders serving your communities. Examples of what some of our
members have already done:

Linda Callendar has been providing beverages, packaged snacks and sweets
to the Shallotte Fire and Police Departments.

Carol & DB Grantham, Elizabeth & Harrison Smith, John & Kay Cox and Rick &
Cheryl Pinson provided meals for the Ocean Isle Beach Fireman on Thanksgiving
and the day after.

Kimmie Durham treated a Brunswick County Sheriff officer to lunch at Sonya’s Grill.

These are just a few ideas of how you might show your appreciation, if you would
like to do something now.

And, of course, continue to Pray for Your
FIRST RESPONDERS

Rt RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

GIVE January 6th
BLOOD 1:30PM-6:30PM
Call Barbara Varnam for more
L7 Information (910-619-5504




LOCAL MISSIONS 2021

Listed below is a brief synopsis of what outreach Camp provided last year.

STREETREACH/BUILDING HOPE MINISTRY
In July and August, our committee, with the help of our church members, completed several
projects for Building Hope Ministry: a short privacy fence, a 10x12 deck, benches for their play-
ground, and improvements to their driveway and parking area. We collected supplies and
food for the homeless. In November and December, our members collected blankets, coats
and gift cards. In addition, several church members have made monetary donations.

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL
In May Camp held an end-of-the-year breakfast at our church with our own Praise Band honor-
ing the Union Staff before the meal. In August our church collected boxes and boxes of school
supplies for Union and Shallotte Middle. Every other month, our committee honored Union’s staff
with small appreciation gifts, put together with love. We sponsored Prayer Packets for Union
School Staff. Every person of at the school is thought of and prayed for by our church members.
In August and December, donations were made for supplies for needy students to both schools.

POWER WALKING MINISTRIES
Our church collected 86 pairs of shoes and donated $850 for our Brunswick County children in
need of shoes.

HOPE HARBOR
Our Committee was a Corporate Sponsor for HH's 215t Annual Women's Tournament in August.
We also made a monetary donation in December.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
We sponsored 3 Red Cross blood drives at our church in 2021

ADOPT A HIGHWAY
We sponsored a Hale Swamp trash pick-up day and ice cream social on August 14th. Another
pick-up day was held December 11t with 24 church members participating.

FIRST RESPONDERS (See previous page)

MISSIONARIES
A donation was made to Adam and Cori Willard (missionaries in Africa). They are the daughter
and son-in-law of Lynda & Ted Troutman.

TO YOU, THE CONGREGATION WE SAY

Thank Youlll

We couldn’t have done it without youl




On Dec. 11th, Camp had another great Adopt -a-Highway day. The
ADOPT-A- weather was perfect. A total of 24 people participated, including
HIGHWAY five new faces from the Seeker's Sunday School Class. We picked

up 30 bags of trash. Thank you to all who volunteered.

NEXT PICK -UP: March 12, 2022 Mark your calendars!
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Friday Night
Community Meals

Jan. 7th
Stouffer's Lasagna (10
family size) salad, bread
desserts

Jan 14th
Ham, Mashed potatoes,
vegetable casserole,
bread, desserts

Jan 21nd
Beef stew with vegetables
(provided), rice, cornbread,
desserts

Jan 28th
Chicken casserole, vegeta-
bles, bread, desserts
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Simple Chicken Casserole

1 pkg. Pepperidge Farm dressing
1 can of chicken broth

1 stick of butter or margarine

1 cup of cubed cooked chicken
2 cans of Cream of Chicken Soup

Mix all ingredients, except dressing mix and stick of butter
and set aside. Reserve about 1/3 of dressing mix. Mix 2 or

3 Tbs. of chicken broth with dressing in bottom of baking

dish. Pour chicken mixture over this and top with dressing
mixture. Pour 1 stick of butter over all and bake for 20 minutes
at 3500. Top with grated cheese (optional) until melted.

THE LORD’S PANTRY
Thanksgiving Food Drive: Camp raised over $1200 in November
which helped provide 150 Thanksgiving meals.

Camp’s James Antunes will become the new Vice President of SBIC
this month.
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Have you been thinking about becoming more involved in the life of the church?
Some opportunities to consider are:

TELLER: You would be a part of a team that counts the offerings on Sunday
mornings. There is a rotating schedule, so you would not be com-
miting to a weekly job - maybe every six weeks or so. Contact
Doug Hunter (douglas.hunter@ymail.com) for more information.

LORD’S FOOD PANTRY: There are a variety of ways in which you could help
with this important ministry. Contact Jim Antunes (fusionjim1@yahoo.com),
Gary Conselmo (garyconcelmo@gmail.com) or Marlene Mellis (marlenem1@aol.com)
for more information.

FRIDAY NIGHT MEALS: Help is needed with preparing meals, packaging meals
and delivering meals. Contact Brenda Register for more information
(jcreg@atmc.net)

MISSIONS: There are many ways to help with this ministry: planning, packaging,
construction/repair work, making deliveries and picking up trash to
name a few. Contact Barbara Varnam (bgvarnam@atmc.net) or Howard
Varnam (rhvarnam@atmc.net) for more information.

OFFICE: Help is needed with answering the phones, opening the doors to visitors
and, sometimes, assistance with clerical tasks. Contact Robin (910-754-4840)

NURSERY: This is a paid position. A childcare worker is needed on Sunday mornings
and Wednesday evenings. For more information contact Jill Bryant
(jillbryl@aol.com) or Allison Hunter (ahunter.cumc.org).

NEWSLETTER: Help is needed with gathering information, writing articles, and proof-
reading. Contact Jeanne Frederick (beanjeeby@gmail.com) or Robin
(cumc.office@atmc.net) for more information

WAYS VOLUNTEERING MIGHT BE BENEFICIAL FOR YOU
Your life will have a greater purpose.
You will make new friends
You will have a healthier self-image
You will be helping others.
leadership.lifeway.com
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Poinsettias D

IN MEMORY OF
Jane Nichols

Ron Hardin

Arnold & Barbara Correll
Georgia Burton

Ray Bell

Coach Winfree

Charles & Mary Caudell
Robert Donald Kennedy
Jacob Hicks

Brother, Gerald Hurst
Terry Gibson

Sarah B. Carr

Emmett Richardson
Charlie League

Carl & Alice Forrester
Wade ‘Sweetpea’ Buie
Our Deceased Loved Ones
Gerald Long
Wayne Long
Wally Jordan
Krista Joy Erickson

IN HONOR OF

Our Parents

Martin Callender (Son)
Steve Murphy & Family
Alex Parker & Family
Doris Pigott

Jean Miller

Angela Lawrence

Kim Burge

Favye Jordan

Kayla & Cristian Harthan

edication 2021

FROM

Ray Nichols

Ray Nichols

Cathy Landrum

Lou Bell

Lou Bell

Virginia Winfree

Dohn & Luanne Caudell
Dohn & Luanne Caudell
Dohn & Luanne Caudell
Pat & Odell Hurst
Jackie Gibson

Anthony Carr

Connie B. Richardson
Joe & Susan Forrester
Joe & Susan ‘Forrester
Robin Farmer

Becky & Ray McXKinnon
Freda Long

Freda Long

Kim Williamson

Dick & Joyce Erickson
FROM

Cathy Landrum
Linda Callender

Jill & Francis Bryant
Jill & Francis Bryant
Carolyn Jones
Carolyn Jones
Carolyn Jones
Carolyn Jones
Kim Williamson

Dick & Joyce Erickson



JANUARY MILESTONES

Angela & John Adams 2(19)
Derrice & Jay Combs 2 (52)
Barb & Art Jacques 3(I8)
Lynda & Ted Troutman 5 (42)
Robin & Randy Farmer 6(4)
Debbie & John Donoghue 10 (35)
Lynda & Don Eagle 11 (63)
Julie & Larry Harrelson 11 (36)
Barb & Steve Taylor 17 (35)
Betty & DeWayane Oakes 21 (60)
Nita & Doug Campbell 24 (46)
Peggy & Alan Russ 31 (58)
Beth Hunter 1 Kelly Littlejohn 10 Cheryl Mills
Phil Inman 1 Margaret Hardin 11 Libby Leggett
CM ; Thomas Adams 2 Tammie Lewis 12 Laura Winship
W%} Kristen Hooks 3 Bob Winship 12 Maggie McKenzie
W b/%W Lou Bell 4 Chris Hunter 13 Diana Oliver
&W OLW &W W Tony Smith 4 Dale Calhoon 15 Steve Sowder
Jim Wallace 4 Eileen Markum 17 Bradley Gibson
HAPPY BIRTHDAY Kate Inman 5 Beth Baker 17 Debbie Donoghue
) R Tom Arnette 5 Barbara Kellett 18 Cindy Black
Judy Arnold 6 Poli Barefoot 19 Lisa Mintz
Laura Freeman 6 Tom Evans 21 Sondra McDaniel
Barbara Babcock 6 Sarah Roemmelt 22
Ray Nichols 10 Jeanne Frederick 23

DATES TO REMEMBER IN JANUARY

Jan. 6

Jan. 14th-17th

Jan. 17th

Red Cross Blood Drive
Youth Retreat
SALT Activity

1:30 PM—6:30 PM
Junaluska
5:00PM

24

25
26
27
27
27
29
30
30
31
31
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REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS

Sun Maon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
8:30 Praise & Bulletin Deadline | 6AM Men's Group
Warship : 1000 Food Pantry/
142 Sunday Schol ggg BparsakyeirV\?:;\:’tvalrs 2:50 700 Gamp 5:30 Disciple 4 FH/BA y
9:45 Confirmation ' Kids/TR/N/ N '
Class . 4:30-6:30 Sou
5:00 Youth/YFC P | 400 Parent's
[1:00 Traditional , - i '
gt e 5:55 Adult Chair Kitchen/FH Night Dut
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 a B 1 8
Communian Red Cross Blood
12:30 Grief Suppaort Orive 1:30-6:30 YFC
g 10 1 12 13 14 1a
B:00 Trustee Mtg. | 10:00 Susannah
B:30 Joy Circle | Wesley UMW
LIMW 12:30 Grief Suppaort
Youth Retreat
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
B:30 Finance Mtg. | 12:30 Grief Support
B:30 SPPR Mtg.
Youth Retreat
23 24 23 26 27 28 29
12:30 Shepherd Mtg. | UMM B:30
————————— Staff Meeting
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